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The last deczde has witnessed considerable advances

in the development of hardware for foreign lamguage, teaching; yet

advances in thg production of sofiware, which demands tremendous
outlays of =-ime, imagination, and energy, have not kept.pace. In

‘Ofder to tap the potential of ins*ructional machines, educators must -

attempt to obviate the econoaic obstacles, as vell as the inflexible
pedagogical approackes, characteristic of past experiences with

" '@achine aids. It the F&ture, teachers will need proper training (and

credi+ for their training), simple~to-opérate-and readily-available .
squipment and materials, and .a personal-conviction as to.the
usefulness and efflcacy»of machine-assistéd instruction. Other
practical suggestions irclude making: equlpnent available to the
communlty, tra®ning media technicians in the needs of forelgn
larquages, profiting from grass-roots teacher suggestions,*
continpally sharing 1nformat10n within'the prof0551on, and .
demonstrating that the cost of the equipment can be justified by the
resultant improved learnirng. As the expectations of the 1960's were
for the mos: part unrealized, eypectations for” the 1970's must, in
the words of Wilkims, "be specified, rather than hoped- for, concrete
rather *han speculatlve." (DB)
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That there have dcen Ib the last decade considerable ad-

vancze< 'in-the development of machincec 'nﬁch cun bc used in for-

L] ’

cign Jlanruage tcaching is indisputable: ca::ctteg, videotape

recordzrs, cloced circuit televicion, film projcctors which
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are morc eacily opcrnted, overhezd projectors, chortwave re-~
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cc rv“rv, couputers offer a multiplicity of po é bilitiec Digc-

cuscions of the continuing improveczent in hardware arc found

Unfortunately, gpd the story goundg only too familiar,-

-~

advances ih the production of softward’havo not kept pace.

»

-fluch programming, cven for 'the neuvect devices, is—stcopcd if

the theotriecs of bho fifties and narlier, and many of the cé—

pabiliticg of the moct recent hardware arc as yet untapped.-

ks Dodgo (1968:3%36) has pointcd out computer-assisted in-

struction (C4I) requires collaboration between instructional -

and computer progrommers, and it is the latter who. as often
as not are most conscious of the as yet unextended potential

of the machine. . . .

Learning from the Past

. The time is rapidly approaching when the use of the com-

puter, with audio as well as visual and tactile capability

on plasma screen, becomes feasible at a cost comparable with
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own tap

{
clas"room ADGt“UCuIOD through extension of access and time-

sharlng (a: fo¥r ozample with the University of I}lihois PLATO ¥

sy:tem in the State of I1linois). ‘e would be well advised
at thic é;ago to analyzc the reasons why the language labora-

tory, 2lso potentiéllg of conciderable help in language learn-—

.ing, has been largely rojecteé in recent years. The follow-

ing reasons deserve éoqsideration as wvarnings:
’ - .
l. The language laboratory.was shlpwreckgd by a paucity
of suitable pra-recorded materizls at accessible priceg. Of

<2

course, teachgrs could buy a set of tapes to accompany a

particular teitt, but, to maintain student inteiestlxteachers

necded a Ercat variety of materialgs :rom which to dréw to

SEerve nany purposcse.

merely to [prepare and dub lezson tapes'to suit the intereéts A

and purpoies -of specific 'sets of students at particular’times.

let aloh the'vastly'greater amounts of time for making their
N

c where nothing suitable was available or fiﬁéncially

-

acgessiple. In far too many_ instamces , partlcularly at col-

lﬁge lgvel, there was not evon cpnough money to pay for prop-
er monfitoring.

L4 . 3

. The use of the laboratory was tied too closely to a

partiktular approach to language teaching, so that a teacher

wishing to work in another way had either to work out his

.own japproach from base up (a procéss for which he was not al--

lowed time or money), to ignore the laboratory, or, to please

»e
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the zdministration, run a laboratory program which, as wuas

quitec evident to his studepts, had little or nothing t6 do

[

with-wvhat pouhted as the "rezl" worx.

. . If tho language laboratory, electronic classroom, cloced-
circuit tel cion, vidcotape recorder, or even the 81mnle
cacsette recorder in the classroom or dormitory, let alone

the computer, aresto achiceve their potential as aids to learn-

irg there cuc t be much research into new approachec to pro-

Frarming concistent ulth a chaneging =zpprvach.to foreigd lan-
4

guazc tcaching. Thic becomos cven more urgent if individual-

ization of inctruction, with its.obvious need for machine

. \
assistanco, is to survives Therc is a need for a multipli-

Sa.

01tv of ~iperimental cegments, module 2 units, or capsules

which can demonstrate ways of makin 1nt@re tin 51ﬁuat10nal
ys B

1y

dialogues or cultural'contrqsts; present original ways of

lcarning ‘the.grammar; infroduce problem~solving activities; in-

olve cstudents -themcelyes in the-makihg through the recording

=, . . e . )
sound tracks. for visuals, spontaneous interaction with re-
“ - - - -
ded voices, personalltles on fllm, or vith the computer

ram; and éevelop ney nethods ‘for helping studentg to learn

\ . , ,

\

Yf listen, read, and urlte at 1ncrea01ngly sophlstlcated levels.

Uhcre Do the ipachprq in the Schools Stand in Relation to the
WFull Integration of lMachine~Aided Learning with Thqir Resz-

Elar Act1v1tles7 .

For the most part, they ‘are still hiding behind the class-

oo\

room door for several reasonse.

la Momey. As_ Edgertop (1969:9) has obs erved so aptly,

.
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'"It is a fact of life that the more complex (audio-visual) g

¢

materials become the more efponsive they are, and the more ex-

pensivc they are the more closely their purchasée must_be .scru-
\ : .

tinized by those who hold the purge strings. ZIconomic con-

sideravidons make it diffigult or ircpogsible for teachers to

usc many of these materialsy” o

.
‘e

>
2. Conveniencz, Ln'vos% SChOOlo, teachers must achedulo

the use of cquipment well zhead of time, then use it at that

[

. particular class hour whetner it ic appropriate or not. Then .

2

the film hasn't arrived, or if it hes it is the wrong onc, or
. \ .
broken, or wound backwards. (If it is the usc of tapes ye are

t;lking about‘théro is:print—through‘or several recordiﬁg
boothu arc out of ordbr.' 'lc need not mention slides uﬁsido
doﬁn or ad old Dhonograph vhich does not plaj records at the
opeod desired.) In other words, teachers are not suppl:.ed5

- with aldeo, maintenanqe utaff? or foreign language cldsuroomu;

with oermanent nodern equlomont they may use as they WlSh.

SThe'need is for simple-to- opchtP enulomnnt and materials, read-

-

ilzbavailable'at the right time. n

~3s, Iraining. Very fe@)teach?rs\have been given more than
- perfunctory training in the, use of both, hardware and software.
They are not thorou”hly tralnod in the operatlon and mainten-
ance of equipment, and in the selcctlon, adaptatlon, arrango—
ment, or creation of softwarc and ways of 1htegrat1ng it into
,an ohgéing.instructional proéram. They may‘haQe diébusso@
thesé'thingsléut they have rarely had thorough practical train-

' ' :
ing in the area. It if no wonder, then, that to most teachers

5 ! '/ \_ "
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any form of audio-visual aid is a pleasant extra ("enrich-
! \

ment" of the program) and therefore a lusury which can be_o—

.

L4

mitted when-time is short. Slnce they are not actually using /
what is already available, lurthef'deyelopment 1n this area a

will leave them unpouched, unless they,recelve thorough prac-

tical training in teking pictures; naking visuals, recording.
ann

or dubbing tapc: or cascettes, recording sound tracks for vis-

uals of various.kindd, and uriting at leact segmentz of programs.
. y

L'b:o is to teach them? Again. the teagcher trainers need' to

be enthused and instructed themsclves. Hé nced demonstration

A\

‘centcrs near to the teacher's local base, and frequent opDOr-

tunvtles for teachers to exchange and dlscu ss materials they

have prepared themselves and to report on available materials

they have ugsed. )
g ! o ‘ ’
4, Credit for audio-visual qualifications. Teachers who
3 .

have taken full theoretical and practical courses in the opera-

{

tion and preparlng of.méterlalalfor machine-aided learnlng

nust receive adequate recognition, ecither monetary or in, the
form of spe01a1139d appointments, If schoqls, reopondlng to
the incfeasing‘fleiibility of academic prograqs;set up, resource

centers these must be staffed by teachers whp know how to pro-

- vide the resources approprlate to the type 6fF learnlng desired.

-

Teachers wlth specialized training muqt also be used to;glve

.

inservice training to their collecagues. Elton Hocking sdys

¢

wve are "a cottage indhstry"l(peraggaz communication attached)

' 4nd we temd to have the limited parochial View of a cottage

industry. Zffort must, be made to make our foreign-language

v oo 6 C oy
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teaching cu_lzzgues conscious of the need to 1nvolvc then-

H:

_selves in the raola development 501ng on around them if they

are not to be murooned 1nthek”10relgn languag e island" as

the tide rushes on.
{

“~

Se Vg tend to tecach as we vere pauaht.. If our futﬁfe‘

teachers are to be conscious of the»potential for the improve—-
ment of lecarning provided by properly pﬁbgrammeé machines, they ..

must havs had a convincing -experience themsclves at college lev-

O

el, and yet it is at this level, where financial provision has

e R e

-

bcen nost generous, that the unrealized,potential is the great—
~est., It is at college level that our .collcagues are’ least con-
vinced that the time and effort involved are worth qu lnvest—

'mgnt, and that, as 4 consequcnce} student attitudes to the -

languégc laboratory in particular have most rapidly deterior-

¢

ated. There 10, therefdre, need for a great deal of encourage-

’

pent and convincing demonStration in colléges and junior col- -

leges if foreign languages apé to keep-up with 'other subject o

£

areas in the coming CAIL.wave. * UL ,

o

Can the Comput@r Succeed Uhere the Lan?uare Labopatorv Falled° : .

‘ )

» ' Certainly ‘potgntial of theacomputer in teachlng is-
fantastic and although the hardvare is very expensive*it can’ _
" ] " »‘_'.V - ] '

be shared. It has already proved its capacity for retaining

student interest and giving the student the féel&ng that his -
needs are recelv1ng personal and patient attcntlon. Research

‘ -~
‘1nto programming posslb111t10° is proceedlns apace, in other

areas if not always in foreign lariguages.
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The prepara tlon of uoftware for the computer, however,

T . T T

requircs a trcmendous outlay of tlue, imagination, and energy.

o Uho is going to be able to give ’chiu necessary time to the de- |
. . with .

velopment or a varioty of programs / dlfferent approaches7

A few ded;catea individuals who may or may not be in step with
present trends in the schools and colleges? Adfew welleaid
profe551onuls vho produce whatever suits them or those who are
paying themn, w1thout attentlon to the teacheru' diversified p
needs? 4ire we to be forced into mass instruction administered
individually, as Qettinger sug;ests7 Since materials for'in- T

-d1v1dual learners require a varlety of approacheo, uhere is
Y
the paragon programmer who will be able to,be all things to all

men (women, chr&dren)’ As Dodge (1968 $36) hao\sald "CAI .
demands f%r more planning and programmins of instructional ma-

terialc ‘on the part of the teacher than does conventional class~

room teachiné. The computer canmot shrug its shoulders‘unless

it is told to do s0." ‘ . . " ,
Ve would do well to heed Wilkins (1971 97): "In most |

caoeu,-the e(pectatlon°'of the sixties ;ere unrealized. For

the seventies, our eﬁpectatlons must be specified, rather® than
\ . . -, . -, . \\ . '
hoped-for, concrete rather than speculative." - . \

-
. + e

“Further Practical Suggestlons ‘ .
l. Perhaps thert 1s ‘more. future.in the productlon og -

. perlmental units uhlch can be used as;part of any cours e,mather

than -waiting untll whole programs are completed. In this vay,

programmers would get earller feedback and could &dapt their

\ . - ' ‘

|
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aporoach, seeking to develop the potential of the mediuvn ?d .

”sppply vhat users need, before becoming frozen iﬁto a pro-t ’
gram which cannot be ohaﬁged because of the years of work aﬁd
enormous amounts of money which went into compleéing it. Thesed'
units c;uld be designed to, fit into Kits from which teachers /
ex?;act what they need for specific purposgﬁ. B ’ ‘ .

2. The prdfesglon must not be pressured into adoptlng

and ucing exven51ve equipment which cannot do more than the

teacher is -able: to do without it. . . -, .
. 3, Another approach is to analyze what the expensive . - \\
equipment (e.g, the computer) does which makes it successful

. in inftruction and then to work out less expensive ways of
dolng the same thlng. . .
4, Use of the equipment should be made avallable to the .

/
Iz

’

‘comm ity by openlng the gchools to adult evening classes.

This can 1ncre§ue the local commﬁnlty interest in prov1d1ng ,//
the cos¢ éf the'equipment;

el -5. Above all we must demonstrate that_ the cost ‘of the

equlpmpnt can be Justlfled by greatly 1mproved learning. We

-

need concrete regultg in terms of specific reallutlc objectives. .
, ’ 6. Dodge (persenal communication attsphed) suggests the *

/%raining of media technicians in the 'nseds of foreign languages. .
X, ° .

. y 7. Ve.must reach.the ppblishers and talk.with them be-
' fore}tne& rush out with materials which the ordinary teacher

R , . y

" cannQt easily use and adapt. There must be'coht;nual sharing -

of information wighin the profession as to the usefulhess of L

- .
- .
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various typcs of_materials to courteract any deceptive ade

X

. vertizing. Rlcharduon (ACTFL Review 4 317) dee "Information

on successfully developed audio-visual materlals ‘must.be pro- ,
mulgated. Sugh. mater1al° must be carefully evaluated to de~ l
. termine the reasons for thelr.succeug." We must not thlnk ) v
only of.tapes and eopputer programs, but keep in‘mind that, - -
" there will be a continuing need for more and better  films for

\ 7.V. . classroom use, and even computer v1suals. The need for. W

users reports and for more articles-in profe331onal Journals~

in which teachers tell What they did cannot be over—emphaglzed,

(The NALLD Journal has tried to fill this gap -but has not been_—J

. sufflclently well oupported )

- . »

8. ..To return to the grassroots, Rxchardeon (ACTFL Review

4:317) also states: "More- plannlng and experlmentatlon must

4

be done' to determine exactly how teachers and students can

4

‘. make the best use of ‘the media available." Ve must trust the
judgment of our ‘teachers and 1nvo]ve them as initiators of |
and par’ca.clpantP in classroom rescarch and seek to develop . .
more;and nore their profecelonal confldence as keystones in

N . <~/
y any educational advances’
. . 4 75
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